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Demr Morris:
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the EIC mechanisr be considered a2 & fonan Tor the interchange
ot current issues vhich bear on military and political afisivs.
This delay hes been due to the prolopged sbsence of Di. Guthe
&d o my own two weeks lesve. decange Dr. Gutle bas not scen ]

. this letter, I trust you will treat it es an interdin reply, even
though it has becen rather widely digoussed in tle Agency.
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group under the ZIC that would look st spproprisbe economic |
isgues in & eubwneticoaleintelliigence-cstizate ranner Geserves |
every copelderation. The ingtance you cite is the comdination ;
airficulties with the revision of Soviet military expendltures.
The nev OER estimatos of costs vere a revigion in this instance,
8s in virtuglly all otber cases, made necessary by & change in
the mational estimstcs of mejor Sovict nilitary forces and
BEOETENS « |

We in ORR eve participeting heavily in the inter.agency
&é hoc vorking groups which have been crested by the Office _
of Fational Zstimsbes, to improve cammnity cocrdination oo |
the Bational Intelligence Projections for Plamuing -- Soviet !
Military Forces Through Mid.10Th (NIPP.66), The breadth of
the working groups is shown by their multiplicity «- maval
syotens, strategic nissiles, tactical missiles s defensive
nissiles, puclear allocstions, and expenditurcs -=- sdded to
manpover and alrcralt working groups alresdy establiched under
the terms of referonce for NID 1le1b.85,
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With regpect to the EIC se & wechsnisr for copmamiiy coe
ordingtion of piliteryeweconomic imballigence vicws, in my view
ﬁwaﬁmthaﬂwiﬁi?@ﬁé uge of the ratlione? esti.
mating mscheniss. ¥We have reachsd this opinion in OFR despite
the fact tmt CRR personmel will participate In virtually ell
the FIPRG6 working groups, apd that our anelysts will chalr
pont of then.

In & simtise way, we arc nov pexticipsting with the
Depariment of Bhate snd vith DIA in the preduction of a jolint
ailitary-scontmic stuly en “logistic Bupport for the Commmist
Fegroop 1o Bouth Victomn.” Thip study is being omried out
wnder the aegis o the neticnal int=lllzence estimating mechanise,
even thoueh the fimal yroduct will not be e nationsl estimmte.

We e el B oeder of attoxpts to csteblish a State.OBR
fome for discusein: politicslecononic develoments. O

Comanist Colma, you will w,_m up 8n ine 25X1A9a

formal grovp, whlch held only s fov sesslons before It ves
taken over by Uw OFTice of Fational Tstimetes.

Based on oar experieonce, I feil to sce any ¢leare-cut ad.
wstages 0 sdding ep ZXIC lmyer to the cxisting estiomtcs pe-
shinery, With respect to guestions which arise in the fubure
whieh bear oo political-econcmic matters, I sugcest that we
make & special effort to usc the exteting meems of Tormal and
informml comsuitetion end review. Shovld the 2xisting mesns
of toe estipates structure prove defective, the ohallemging
view which you have sivanced ghould be re-explored.
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